DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

PORTLAND AREA
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE

MAY 2.2 2009 1220 SW 3rd AVENUE, Room 476
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204

Dear Tribal Leaders and Tribal Health Directors

In early March, we began a series of communications with you regarding the $500 million in
funds that the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has made available to the Indian Health
Service (IHS). The Portland Area made every effort to work closely with Northwest Tribes to
identify projects through a fair, transparent, and consistent manner and made effective use of
Tribal advisory groups and/or members to assist in this process.

On May 15 the IHS released its list of approved ARRA projects. Excerpted from that state-by-
state list is the enclosed spreadsheet showing the approved ARRA projects for the Tribes of
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. Staff of the Area’s Office of Environmental Healthand
Engineering will be scheduling a series of teleconferences to help clarify the next steps and to
answer any questions anyone may have.

I extend my sincerest appreciation to each of you for all your efforts in working with us. We
know that Tribal health needs exceed the resources available, and we know that ARRA funds are
not recurring dollars. Even still, the ARRA money is a step in the right direction. We look
forward to continuing our close work with you as we complete all the necessary steps to deliver
these needed funds to your communities.

Sincerely,

/7 b

selyn Tso
Acting Area Director

Enclosure
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